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Resolution 1995-04-07 
 
AMENDING THE CLEAN WATER ACT TO AFFIRM  
STOCKING OF LIVE FISH FOR FISHERY MANAGEMENT IS NOT "POLLUTION" 
 
WHEREAS, fish and wildlife agencies regularly stock fish in lakes, streams, and reservoirs for the 
purpose of fishery management and to provide recreational and commercial fishing opportunities; and 
 
WHEREAS, fish stocking is conducted according to standard biologically sound principles, and impacts 
on water quality and on aquatic species are considered by professional fishery managers in the course of 
evaluating location, species and numbers to be stocked; and 
 
WHEREAS, there exists an ongoing disagreement as to whether the Clean Water Act includes fish 
stocking as a point source of pollution into the waters of the United States and as such requires a 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit; and 
 
WHEREAS, the IAFWA believes that live fish, when stocked in accordance with sound resource 
management principles, were not intended to be regulated as a pollutant; and 
 
WHEREAS, State and tribal fishery management agencies, not the federal government, have jurisdiction 
over fisheries management within State and reservation boundaries; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Clean Water Act is not an appropriate vehicle for addressing fishery management actions 
by States; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
urges Congress to amend the Clean Water Act to clarify that stocking of live fish, in accordance with 
sound resource management principles, by State, tribal, or federal fishery management agencies is not 
"pollution" and thus fish stocking is not subject to NPDES permitting requirements of the Clean Water Act. 
 
 
Adopted September 12, 1995 
Branson, Missouri 
 
